
CEDERBERG
NIGHTSCAPES WORKSHOP 

13TH - 16TH AUGUST 2020



WORKSHOP OVERVIEW

Thank you for your interest in our Cederberg Nightscapes Workshop. Below you will find a brief overview of what this workshop has to offer. If you have any 
questions or wish to make a booking please email us on kjphototours@gmail.com.  

The Cederberg region is only a two hour drive from Cape Town and yet the landscape is completely different: wilder, warmer with a raw, dramatic beauty. This, 
combined with minimal light pollution for astrophotography, is why we have chosen this region for our nightscapes workshop. This will be our third workshop run at 
this venue and is one of our favourite workshops during the year.  

The area we’ll be staying in has amazing dams and waterways, breathtaking rock features, and is situated up on the side of a valley allowing for amazing views over 
the fruit orchards and beyond. 

Program 
This four day workshop will primarily focus on capturing amazing nightscapes, in particular the Milky Way core. The first night generally encompasses teaching the 
basics of astrophotography and includes a presentation, as well as in-the-field practical training for capturing the night sky. The next two nights will focus on getting 
foreground compositions and experimenting with light painting and star trails. But don’t think you can sleep all day, the farm has several stunning dams, which are 
perfect for capturing landscapes in the early morning light. This workshop is a lot of fun, so if you have a passion for photography, then join us and like minded 
people on an adventure not to be forgotten. Please feel free to bring your laptop along if you require editing assistance and we will gladly help you during the day.  

Accommodation 
Situated in the Koue Bokkeveld, high above the Ceres Valley, this guest house is approximately 2 hours’ drive from Cape Town. The guest house is situated in the 
heart of a working farm. Luxurious accommodation and fantastic country hospitality will make your stay one to remember. This historic building, surrounded by old 
oak trees and lush lawns, is both spacious and comfortable. As a beautifully decorated guesthouse, with a modern country feel, it comes fully furnished. Boasting 
ample sleeping capacity, there are 5 bedrooms (sleeps 10; 2 king beds, 1 double bed, 4 single beds), 3 bathrooms (all with bath & shower), a spacious living room 
with fireplace, billiards room with a full size snooker table, library room, outdoor braai area and a fully equipped kitchen with an indoor braai. All rooms come fitted 
with the highest quality linen. Flat screen TV with DSTV’s hotel package, as well as free WIFI available.  

Experience 
Photography, good food, good wine and great company at the magnificent changing of the season. This is an experience not be missed! You will need to be 
comfortable shooting in manual mode with your dslr or mirrorless camera and a tripod is a must for this workshop. 

Photography 
This workshop has it all, from beautiful dark skies to stunning rock formations, to mountains reflecting in the many dams and rows apple trees sitting in the 
orchards. So bring your wide angle, telephoto and macro lenses along.
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KYLE GOETSCH JON KERRIN

Kyle Goetsch comes from an academic background where he studied a PhD in 

biochemistry and later worked at the University of Cape Town’s Cardiovascular Research 

Unit. It was during this time that Kyle explored his passion for photography.  

  

After several years of expanding his photography skill set, he took the plunge, following 

his passion into full-time landscape photography. Kyle is NiSi filters ambassador for South 

Africa and lives in Cape Town with his wonderful wife, Rachel.  

Since then Kyle has developed a number of workshops and tours throughout Southern 

Africa where he shares his passion with others, teaching them the skills he has learnt from 

his own photographic journey.  

I am a landscape, nature and outdoor photographer living in Cape Town, South Africa. 

 Growing up I was fortunate to have family who loved exploring the great outdoors. My 

father would take us every holiday somewhere adventurous, whether it was camping in 

the African bush, or hiking in the Drakensberg mountains. And it was in these beautiful 

moments that I first learnt my love of nature and the outdoors. 

My love and appreciation of nature has always been connected with my belief that 

something greater than ourselves created this earth. And so the name ‘Where The Light 

Is’ draws not only from my passion as photographer for chasing the best light, but also 

my constant journey and pursuit in finding truth and meaning in life. 



ACCOMODATION

Situated in the Koue Bokkeveld, high above the Ceres Valley, Gys se Huis is 

approximately 2 hours’ drive from Cape Town. The beautiful farmhouse is 

situated in the heart of a working farm. Luxurious accommodation and fantastic 

country hospitality will make your stay one to remember.  

This historic building, surrounded by old oak trees and lush lawns, is both 

spacious and comfortable. As a beautifully decorated guesthouse, with a 

modern country feel, it comes fully furnished. Boasting ample sleeping capacity, 

there are 5 bedrooms (sleeps 10; 2 king beds, 1 double bed, 4 single beds), 3 

bathrooms (all with bath & shower), a spacious living room with fireplace, 

billiards room with a full size snooker table, library room, outdoor braai area and 

a fully equipped kitchen with an indoor braai.  

All rooms come fitted with the highest quality linen. Flat screen TV with DSTV’s 

hotel package, as well as free WIFI available.  

Towels are included.



PHOTOGRAPHY
Camera Gear 
Any dslr or mirrorless camera that can shoot on manual mode. If you are 

uncertain please send us an email and we will advise you accordingly. A 

tripod is a must for these type of landscapes, especially for 

astrophotography. For this workshop a wide variety of lenses can be used, a 

wide angle is preferable for shooting the stunning landscapes and the night 

sky with an aperture of at least f2.8 recommended (if uncertain please ask us 

and we will gladly assist you). ND and graduated ND filters can be used to 

great effect on this workshop during sunrise and sunset at the dam. These 

will be ideal for cloud and water motion. A shutter remote is required if you 

wish to attempt star trails, but is not necessary for shooting the Milky Way. 

Please bring a good cleaning cloth and extra batteries, as it can get cold 

shooting at night and your batteries will run down quicker in the cold.  

What to Bring 
We will be staying on a working apple farm. It can get quite cold at night and warm in the day so 

pack accordingly. Also pack a rain jacket just incase. Insect repellent is recommended. We will be 

doing a lot of walking on the farm to get to the best locations, so please bring a hat, sunglasses, 

good hiking or walking shoes on this trip. A headlamp is also required during the 

astrophotography sessions. 

If you need assistance with your editing then please bring your laptop with you. 



MEALS
“FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD!….” is what you will be singing during this workshop. 

We will prepare two large meals during the day. A big brunch style breakfast will be served after the morning photography session. These brunches 

usually include big fry ups with eggs, bacon, sausages, mushrooms, tomatoes, breads, jams, yoghurt, fruit, french toast or pancakes. If anyone is still 

hungry after this big meal there is usually leftovers from the previous nights dinner, so don’t worry you won’t go hungry.  

Dinners usually range from home-made Guinness and beef pie, or an amazing pasta bake on those cold nights, or a braai with marinated chicken, 

rump steak, mushroom sauce, garlic bread, mash potatoes and an amazing  salad. This is just a sample of amazing meals we have prepared before. 

We constantly try to add new dishes to our menus and know you will enjoy the food. Oh and don’t forget pudding, there is always pudding.  

During the day there will be fresh fruit, snacks of various kinds and tea and coffee available. If you wish to have something alcoholic, such as some 

wine with your dinner, you are encouraged to bring your own alcoholic drinks with you.  

We are able to cater for vegetarians if we are informed when you make your reservation. If you have any other dietary requirements please make this 

known to us and we will try accommodate you. If you only prefer using certain ingredients such as almond milk for your coffee we suggest bringing 

your own.  

If you have an allergy (e.g. nut or dairy) PLEASE LET US KNOW BEFORE so we are aware and know how to assist you. Also if there are certain 

cooking requirements we need to be aware of this should be brought to our attention when booking. An example of this would be religious reasons 

whereby a Muslim may not have their meat cooked with non-Halaal meat.  



Day 1 (13th August):  

16:00…………………………..Arrival at Gys Se Huis   

17:00…………………………..Welcome and presentation 

19:00…………………………..Dinner 

21:00…………………………..Basic Astrophotography 

Day 2 (14th August): 

05:00………………………….Coffee/tea 

05:30………………………….Sunrise photo session 

09:00………………………….Breakfast 

10:30………………………….Free time/Explore farm 

12:30………………………….Light Lunch 

14:00………………………….Rest/Sleep time 

17:00………………………….Sunset photo session 

19:00………………………….Dinner 

21:00………………………….Astrophotography 

DAILY PROGRAM

This is a basic flow of our daily activities to give you an idea of how the workshop will run. 
Locations for sunrise and sunset photography sessions will be confirmed on the first day at the welcome and will be subject to the 
weather. We will try our best to accommodate everyones photography requests, so please let us know before hand if there is any 
particular type of photograph you are trying to achieve during the trip. 

Day 3 (15th August):  

05:00………………………….Coffee/tea 

05:30………………………….Sunrise photo session 

09:00………………………….Breakfast 

10:30………………………….Free time/Explore farm 

12:30………………………….Light Lunch 

14:00………………………….Presentation/Editing 

17:00………………………….Sunset photo session 

19:00………………………….Dinner 

21:00………………………….Astrophotography 

Day 4 (16th August):  

05:00…………………………..Sunrise photo session 

09:00…………………………..Breakfast 

10:30…………………………..Departure 



MAKE A RESERVATION

Join us on this amazing photographic adventure as we explore the landscapes and nightscapes of the Cederberg. To reserve you spot 

is easy, please send us an email at kjphototours@gmail.com and request a booking for the Cederberg Nightscapes 2020 Workshop. 

We will then send you an invoice and an indemnity form for you to sign. 

The Cederberg Nightscapes Workshop costs: R7800 per person  

and includes your accommodation (based on first come, first served system, but we try our best to accommodate everyone), all meals 

during the workshop, hands-on practical photographic assistance from professional photographers, Jon Kerrin and Kyle Goetsch, as 

well as presentations on astrophotography and photographic editing assistance.  

A 50% deposit is required to book your place. The balance is required 30 days prior to the workshop commencing.  
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GALLERY CEDERBERG 

All images in this document are owned by Jon Kerrin and Kyle Goetsch and are subject to copyright



DIRECTIONS 



DISCLAIMER

Ideal weather conditions cannot be guaranteed. A date has been set within a seasonally favourable weather period with the best 
chance of achieving the desired imagery during the workshop, but cloudless nights and good sunrises/sunsets cannot be ensured.  
 
 
Jon Kerrin and Kyle Goetsch will not be held liable for personal injury, damages or loss of property incurred for the duration of this 
photography workshop. Physical health is the sole responsibility of the participant.  

We take safety seriously on these workshops and will always decide on safety first over capturing a photo. You are here to relax and 
enjoy the stunning surrounds with peace of mind and we try our best to offer that throughout the workshop.  

Please feel free to ask us any questions regarding the terrain or areas we will be visiting, but the majority of the locations will 
require some walking (500m to 1.5km) on easy tracks or trails.  

A detailed indemnity form will be sent to you once you have made a reservation for the workshop. 



Q U I V E R  T R E E  F O R E S T

G A N N A B O S
A U T U M N  C O L O U R S

C L A R E N S

2nd - 5th April 2020

N I G H T S C A P E S

C E D E R B E R G
S E A S C A P E S

A R N I S T O N
19th - 21st May 2020 
21st - 24th May 2020 13th - 16th August 2020 27th - 30th August 2020

L O N G  E X P O S U R E

P R I N G L E  B A Y

This workshop is all about motion. We have 
picked the ultimate long exposure location 
near Cape Town, where we will be staying 
right on the beach in a luxury beach house. 
Pringle Bay is surrounded by mountains for 
those epic cloud streaks across the sky. 
With a lighthouse nearby and rock features 
aplenty, this is the ideal location to master 
your long exposure photography. Due to 
the curvature of the bay, we will also be 
able to shoot seascapes at both sunrise and 
sunset, making this location uniquely suited 
to landscape photography.

13th - 15th March 2020 
8th - 10th May 2020 

23rd - 25th October 2020

2 NIGHTS 3 NIGHTS 3 NIGHTS 3 NIGHTS 3 NIGHTS 

The world’s largest quiver tree forest. 
Need I say more? Namibia quiver trees have 
got nothing on this place. Quiver trees as 
far as the eye can see. Situated in the 
Northern Cape, you will experience the 
authentic Hantam Karoo. We will be staying 
in a luxury farm house adjacent to the 
quiver tree forest, allowing easy access for 
the best lighting conditions. We will also 
have exclusive access to the quiver tree 
forest at night for those astro-enthusiasts 
like ourselves. So come and listen to the 
sounds of birds and wildlife and enjoy the 
breathtaking views of a mountain range 
covered with majestic quiver trees. 

If you love staying up all night and staring at 
the stars, then this is the ultimate 
astrophotography experience . This 
workshop is all about the Milky Way, but we 
can’t overlook the amazing landscapes of 
this area as well. We will staying in a luxury 
guest house on a working apple farm with 
exclusive access to orchards, unique rock 
features, and several large dams. We have 
selected this farm for its amazing rock 
f e a t u r e s , b o t h f o r d a y a n d n i g h t 
photography, as well as the extremely dark 
skies for astrophotography. If you want to 
learn or improve your nightscapes, then 
this is the one for you.

Rolling waves crashing onto the rocks 
below your feet, the sun rising slowly in the 
distance, lighting up the sky in an array of 
colours. These are a few of the experiences 
on o"er on our seascapes workshop. We 
will be staying in the small coastal village of 
Arniston, but don’t let this sleepy hollow of 
a town deceive you. This is a seascape 
paradise with amazing rock formations, #at 
rock shelfs, and archways within walking 
distance of each other. We will also take a 
trip out to Struisbaai and watch the !shing 
boats returning after a day out at sea and 
capture the sun setting behind the Meisho 
Maru shipwreck at Cape Agulhas. 

Colour, colour everywhere! If you love 
colour in your landscapes, especially 
splashes of yellows, oranges and reds, then 
this is the workshop for you. This autumn 
we will be in the heart of Clarens for the 
autumn colours. We will be staying on a 
working guest farm surrounded by 
stunning mountains. The farm also features 
several picturesque dams and a tame herd 
of Nguni cattle. The farm is a stone’s throw 
from Golden Gate National Park, with 
beautiful cli" faces in the afternoon light. 
To be honest, we don’t know how we’re 
going $t all these amazing locations in, but 
we will try our best. This is a not-to-be-
missed colour extravaganza.

WORKSHOPS IN 2020

To enquire or book a workshop with us please email us on: 
KJPHOTOTOURS@GMAIL.COM
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